

















The single most important factor
in whether or not you are going
to have a good experience is

your ability to have a good attitude about it. That Remember that the
means a good sense of humor, a wide acceptance child you’re expecting is
of difference, and a willingness to learn that some still the same child you
things you used to think are wrong. One of the conceived. It is only your
turning points for us was when we talked to a woman | expectations that get in
who said that if we chose not to have our...baby, to the way of acceptance.
please deliver it and put it up for adoption, because Each child on this planet
she helped place babies with Down syndrome for 1s unique, including the
adoption and there was a waiting list of a hundred one you are carrying.
families! Now we know why. Having Jesse in our Live each day for the

family has been an indescribable blessing, not only to | glorious day that it is and
us, but to many, many people around us. We're living | be thankful for the gift

a whole new life, and we wouldn’t trade it for our old | God has given you.

life for the world. Patty —

Bruce and Elizabeth — Tarrytown, New York Paso Robles, Califorma

It’s not the end of the world. In many ways it is more rewarding than having

a “regular” baby. You take nothing for granted. I am always amazed at how

close to normal my son is progressing, something I otherwise would have taken
for granted. Today, Liam found his shadow for the first time. The sunlight was
streaming in through the kitchen window and he was crawling on the floor
exploring. I looked down and saw something had caught his eye. He was rocking
back and forth giggling. I looked down and saw his shadow on the wall. I watched
for the next five minutes as he moved his head and arms and watched his shadow
move. Would he have found his shadow at this time if he was a “regular” baby?
Probably. Would I have noticed at this time and shared his happiness? Probably
not. I might have been more concerned with the dust on the baseboard.

Kathy — Belle Harbor, New York @



Internet Listserv Survey:
Sandra McElwee

Telephone Interview Coordinator:
Christine Clark

Interviewers: Melinda Rathmell Mindy Schneider
Linda Chan Rapp Nancy Valenti
Cindy Esparza Dawn Curry
Christine Clark

Photographer: Carrie Crawford

Design: Linda Chan Rapp
Abbott & Abbott, St. Paul, Minnesota

DSAOC gratefully acknowledges the Children and Families
Commission of Orange County, the National Down Syndrome
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The opinions, findings and conclusions or recommendations wn this booklet are those of the individuals
quoted, and do not necessarily reflect the views of the DSAOC or NDSC organizations, the Children
and Families Commussion of Orange County, or therr membershup, if any. All medical and related
issues should be thoroughly discussed with your doctor, or your child’s doctor, before being implemented.



Special thanks
to all the
children and
families who
are pictured in

this booklet.




Know that your child
will walk

will talk

will learn

and will grow to be

an important part

of our community.

| can’t stress that enough.

Melinda
Fullerton, California
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